IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF FULTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
CHESLEY V. MORTON and JENNIFER
ROBINSON,
Plaintiffs, ' : -
' CIVIL ACTION FILE NO: __
V. _

STATE OF GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE and TOMMY IRVIN, in
His Official Capacity as Commissioner,

Defendants. -
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AFFIDAVIT OF DOUG FAKKEMA
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) |
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ;
Personally appearéd béfore me, vthe undersignéd officer authorized to édminiéter _oaths;
DOUG FAKKEMA, who; after being d\;ly~ sWom, did testify that he has pérsonal knowledge of |
the following facts, that he is competent to testify in all.respects, and ﬁrther stated as follows: |
1. My name is Doug Fakkema. I am a resident of Chaﬂeston County, | South
Carolina, a;nd I am of sound mind  and over the age of eighteen (18) yéars. I am competent to
make this affidavit, WIﬁCh is based on my persoﬁal knowledge, and the statements contained
herein are all true and correct. |
2. I am a consultant and an educator with dver thirfy yeai's ‘of experience in all
_aspects of humane animal euthanasia in animal shelters and animal control facilities. ' I ha?e
exteﬂsive knowledge regarding euthanasia procedures and methods, as well as worker safety. 1

have conducted over seven hundred technical workshops for animal care and control agencies

around the world. I teach euthanasia training and certification courses all over the country,



educating participarrts on matters includlng the preparation, administration, physiology errd
pharmacology of euthanasia and pre-euthanasia drugs, verification of death, and worker safety
issues. A copy of my curriculum vitae is attached to this affidavit as s Exhibit 1. |

3.~ Iam also the Intematlonal Training Manager for Savmg Animals Across Borders
(“Saving Arﬁmals”), Inc., a nonprofit organization that works to elrmmate cultural barriers that -
cause animal suffering. Saving Animals provides high quality veterinary and edueational
services including a humane animal shelter program in Monterrey, Mexico. One of the core
components of the animal sheltering program is the provisiorr of humane euthanasia methods and -
drugs, and training personnel to perform humane cuthanasia by injection. As the International
Training Manager, I teach employees, government officials, and volunteers how to humanely
euthanize animals by m_]ectlon

4, The core prmcrple of the euthanasia training and certification progmms I teach is
that animals who must be euthanized deserve a peaceful death and animal shelter employees
deserve access to a means to end the animals’ lives with compassion and dignity.

5. Humane methods of euthanasia are those that consistently result in rapid loss of
consciousness with minimal pam and distress for the animal followed by cardiac or respiratory
death and ultimately clinical death shortly thereafter. Such methods are mtended to alleviate the
pain and distress animals can expenence prior to loss of conscrousness

6.  The best method for euthanasia of dogs and cats is intravenous m_]ectron of
sodium pentobarbital, known as “euthanasia by injection.” This is the preferred method of
virtually all veterinarians and privately-funded animal Shelters. ‘When a proper dose is
administered by trained and caring personnel, sodium pentoberbital ‘causes rapid loss of

consciousness followed Shortly thereafter by cessation of respiration and phjlsical death while the



animal is nnconscious. There is almost no nsk of regaining consciousness. In most cases it can
be administered without causing fear c;r distress in the animal. For these reaédns,”euthanasia by
injection is supenor to other methods of euthanasm. |

7. Euthanas1a by mjectlon (EBI) of sodium pentobarbltal is a generally-accepted
standard of care in the professxonal amxnal sheltering and care community and is the preferred -
method of the Amcrican Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), the National Animal Control
Association, the Humane Society of the United States, the American Society for the Prevention
of Cruélty to Animals, and the American Humane Association.

- 8. Although there are standard recommended dosages based on an anixnnl’s size and
weight, one of the advantages of EBI is that an animal’s age, temperament, and health status can
all be accommodated in order to achieve the most humane déath for that individual animal.

9. Proper training is essential to proper delivery of EBL It is ro;cbmlnendéd that all
- staff entruéted .with the responsibility of euthanizing animals be certified as ‘euthana_lsia :
technicians to ensure competency. | |

10.  Euthanasia by injection Shonld be performed with two people present—one to
hold and/or restrain the animal, and the other administering thé injection. Individuals should be |
present from the time the procedune is initiated until physical death is confirmed.

11. Constant monitoring is a critical component of hmnane euthnnaSia. Personnel
shnuld mamtam contact with the animal during euthanasia to msure proper inu'avénous
administration and should continue to monitor the animal until respiratidn ceases. Following

| cessation of resplratlon, cessation of cardiac function should be conﬂrmed with a stethoscope. It
is essential that an animal be verified clinically dead prior to dlsposal or destruction of the.

remains.



12.  Euthanasia procedures should minimize pain and distress m the animal prior to
the locs of consciousness. Carbon monoxide gassing fails with respect to both.

13.  Carbon monoxide is a highly toxic gas which—if not contained properly—can
harm ammal shelter employees and other animals. As a result, the carbon monoxide must be
administered to animals confined in an autrght gas chamber. The gas chamber is often dark, hot,
fetid, and stuffed full with dogs and cats. Chambers can be easily overloaded or improperly
| loaded with anirrrals who are not compatible or who have respiratory .problems as a result of

illness cr injury. |

14.  Animals who are young, old, injured, pregnant or have impaired respiratory

function may not be able to absorb a sufficient amount of carbon monoxide to cause rapid loss of

" consciousness. As a result, these animals may experience a prolonged period of consciousness in
the gac chamber, awake and aware of their circumstances, and may suﬂ'er as a result of oxygen
depnvatlon Animals may survive an entire cycle in the gas chamber, although animals who do
survive often suffer from some degree of carbon monoxide poisoning. These animals may have
to be gassed repeatedly before they are finally krlled

15, Numerous cost studies prove that the cost dlﬁ'erence between euthanasra by |

o mjectron and carbon monoxrde gassing is negligible.

16. Accordmg to the only study ever conducted on carbon monoxide gas chambers, a
high percentage of adult dogs were observed struggling and in an agitated state prior to
unconscicusness. Pre-euthanasia tranquilization was recommended by the study to significantly
reduce this reaction. A. Dallaire and A Chalifoux, Prérrtédrcation Of Dogs With Acepromazine
Or Pentazocine Before Euth?mqsia With Carbon Monoxide, 49 Can. J. Comp. Med., pp.’ 171 —

178, April 1985.



FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

Dated: February7z E 2007.

Sworn to and subscribed before me
thisp}ﬂ day of February 2007.

Notary Pﬁhc é

My Commission Expires:_Ol /25// 2

Doug Fakkema ’ "
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* Contact Information: | - Doug Fakkema
' Consultant to Animal Care & Control -

| 18 Hilloreek Bivd.
 Charleston, South Carolina, USA 29412
843 406-7903 voice and fax
" Email: dkfakkema@aol.com ..

Doug Fakkema

‘Curriculumn Vitae:

o 1971 (September) kennel worker, Lane Humane Society (now Greenhill -
Humane Society) in Eugene, Oregon - nine months. : L

o 1972 (May') executive director, Benton Humane Society (now Heartland
Humane Society) in Corvallis, Oregon - seven -and a half years.

o 1979 (December) program supervisor, Multnomah County Animal Control
in Portland, Oregon - four and a halfyears.. R

o 1984 (January) executive director, Santa Cruz (Califofnia) SPCA - sis( and
a half years. .

e 1990 (July) private consultant / independent contractor travellng
throughout North America and abroad conducting euthanasia by injection
and chemical capture workshops ~ twelve years.

e 2002 (July) Associate Director of Training and. Special Projects for
-~ American Humane Association. While at'American Humane, Doug
- expanded euthanasia training to Israel and Mexico - two years.

e 2004 (July to present) private ’consultant/ independent contractor
traveling throughout North America and abroad conducting euthanasia by
injection and chemical capture workshops. . _

e 2005 (January to present) International Training Manager for Saving
Animals Across Borders, Inc. Responsible for Saving Animals’ -
_ international training efforts concentrating in Mexico. . L

Doug taught his first euthanasia-by-injection workshop in, 1973. Since then, he.
has conducted over seven hundred technical workshops for animal careand
control agencies around the world traveling over one million air miles to do so..
In 1987, he received the Rosemary Ames Award for excellence in teaching at
American Humane sponsored training programs and for his outstanding .
promotion of a humane. philosophy and objective. o

Education: BA (1971) San Jose State (California) in Radio, Television & Film




