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Summary of Testimony of Russ Mead, General Counsel, Animal Law Coalition, before the House of Representatives Judiciary Committee in support of H.B. 1755, a bill to restrict chaining of dogs

1.    Animal Law Coalition is a Washington animal welfare non-profit with an office in Seattle and members throughout the state.  H.B. 1755 is widely supported by our members and those who care for the well being of dogs. 
2.    Tethering or chaining dogs can make them aggressive. The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) has stated, “Never tether or chain your dog because this can contribute to aggressive behavior.” The seminal research was published in the medical journal, Pediatrics, in 1994, under the title “Which dogs bite, a case study of risk factors”, and written by Kenneth Gershman MD, MPH, Jeffrey Sacks, MD MPH and John Wright, PHD. The research established that dogs chained in the yard are 2.8 times more likely to bite. The Centers for Disease Control first cited this study in 2000 and has it posted on its site. The USDA prohibits the chaining of dogs
3.    The behavioral reason why chained dogs are much more likely to bite.  Dogs naturally feel protective of their territory. When confronted with a perceived threat, they respond with a fight or flight instinct. Dogs that are chained cannot run away from danger. So every time they are chained and encounter something that challenges them, they go into fight mode. Then when they are not chained and encounter perceived danger, they are preconditioned to become aggressive rather than run away.
4.    Tethering or chaining dogs is inhumane. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in 1996 stated, “Our experience in enforcing the Animal Welfare Act has led us to conclude that continuous confinement of dogs by a tether is inhumane.” 
Nicholas Dodman, DVM, Professor, Tufts University, summarizes, "Chaining dogs makes them more aggressive.  They are natural social animals and [chaining] induces 'isolation-induced aggression' and creates a 'junkyard' dog effect.  They basically go mad."
In the interest of preventing animal cruelty and improving public safety, on behalf of our Washington members, Animal Law Coalition urges you to vote yes in support of this humane legislation.
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