QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS REGARDING HOUSE BILL 538

1. If the USDA inspects breeding facilities, why do we need this bill?

· Only 14 breeders are currently registered through the USDA. ( See Attachment 1)  Over 220 Virginia breeder listings can be found on the internet.
· There are no routine  inspections of these USDA licensed facilities.  Inspections occur at the beginning of licensure and then again only when there is a formal complaint .   (See Attachment 2)
· The USDA itself states on its APHIS Fact Sheet, “Although Federal requirements establish acceptable standards, they are not ideal.”  (See Attachment 3)
· The USDA has no shelter facilities to care for confiscated dogs; that burden falls onto local jurisdications and shelters.  (See Attachment 4.)
· The USDA only requires registration by breeders who sell to pet stores or other breeders.  The majority of commercial breeders are exempt and continue to operate unregulated.

2. Why is it anyone else’s business if a person is breeding hundreds of animals?

· Those who breed for profit and for sale should not be held to a lower standard than a pet owner.  At a minimum, they should be held accountable to Virginia’s animal welfare laws.
· A Virginia Federation of Dog Breeders spokesperson stood before the Senate Agriculture committee on 2/18 and questioned the need for euthanasia to be performed by a veterinarian!  This was a shocking admission.  Animals, puppies and adult dogs are being routinely put to death using techniques other than humane euthanasia. 
· Unfettered breeding leads to an oversupply of animals with consequences felt by taxpayer funded pounds and privately funded shelters.  Businesses should be regulated to mitigate the harm to others.
· As evidenced by recent events, unregulated breeding that is fueled by profit can quickly result in high puppy volume and reduced care; especially when it exists without fear of inspection or monitoring. 
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