
North Carolinians say NO to the CO gas chamber

	1) Lincoln Times News, "Rombs Making Changes in County's Animal Services", Jan 19, 2011:   
http://www.lincolntimesnews.com/Default.asp?VA=24140  Lincoln County Director of EMS and Animal Control, Ron Rombs:  “The decision to shut down the gas chamber stemmed partly from the community’s negative response to the shelter still using the gas chamber when many other animal shelters use lethal injection to put down animals, Rombs said. Also, Rombs watched a video of animals being gassed to death and thought it was “devastating” and “horrible.” “Carbon monoxide death in people happens every day and people think you just doze off to sleep or you don’t wake up,” he said. “People think that is a normal means or peaceful means of dying because they just didn’t wake up. “These animals are wide awake. The literature says they are frightened and when you think about it, there is a couple of seconds going through their mind when they think, ‘I can’t breathe. Something is happening to me’ and they don’t understand what is going on.”

    2)  Hickory Daily Record, "Life and Death Decisions," May 25, 2009
http://www2.hickoryrecord.com/news/2009/may/25/life-and-death-decisions-its-part-my-job-i-hate-mo-ar-88662/ “Since [Jay] Blatche came to Catawba County about 18 months ago, the shelter has not used the gas chamber for euthanizing animals. The only method is lethal injection. While Blatche would like to see all the animals at the shelter be adopted, he said the lethal injection is more humane, with the agent working immediately, "as opposed to the gas chamber when you can see them in there, struggling for their breath."
    3) WSOC-TV news, Oct 20, 2009 Joe Davidson, former Lincoln County worker who was injured by gas chamber explosion: http://www.wsoctv.com/news/21349513/detail.html  Joe Davidson said he had just put some animals to sleep and was going back to the chamber to empty it when a fiery blast blew the heavy metal door open, striking his side and burning his arm. “All of a sudden it just -- kaboom -- and here come the door open, and here come a ball of flame out,” he said.
    4)  Statesville Record and Landmark, "Gas chamber mishap sparks review at animal shelter"  (Iredell County gas chamber explosion), July 23, 2008 http://www2.statesville.com/content/2008/jul/23/gas-chamber-mishap-sparks-review-animal-shelter/; “...the technician operating the chamber at the time of the mishap, Angela Hartness, described ‘a kind of explosion’ taking place inside the chamber during the euthanasia of 10 dogs about 9:45 a.m.  No one was injured.  Hartness ‘said there was a 'kaboom, kaboom' and then there was like a bolt of lightning," Royal explained.



	    5) Charlotte Observer "Death at the Pound," June 29, 2003: When Sheriff John McDevitt took over Burke's animal control in 2001, he was so opposed to the gas chamber that he had it knocked down with a sledge hammer.  "It's a horrible way to die," he said. "You gas them, then you listen 
to them howl and bark."
    6) Randy Palmer, former employee of Stanly County Animal Control:  "After you bring them out, some of them aren't all down," said animal control officer Randy Palmer, who has had the job for 25 years. "Sometimes we have to put them back in."

     7)  TV interview with Ralph Gann, former worker at Columbus County Animal Shelter, where gas chamber was used until 2009:  http://animalshelternews.webs.com/columbusofficerspeaksout.htm  "You're putting a lot of animals in together, and when you put a lot of animals into a confined area, and you close the door on them and you start giving something where they can't breathe, they're going to be fighting each other," Ralph Gann said. "They're going to be screaming, they're going to be hollering."
...Mr. Gann said, "If you can stand the screaming and hollering of the animals when they're fighting each other, trying to get out, then you got a bigger and a tougher heart than I have."
      8) Charlotte Observer: "Their Odds: Slim to None- Once an Animal Lands in a Shelter, Gas is Near-Certain in Some Counties", June 29, 2003

    In Gaston, it falls to Sue King, supervisor in charge of euthanizing at the animal shelter, and her small staff to handle the unpleasant duties of killing the animals.
..."I'm emotionally drained," said King, who blocks out the job she's done for five years when she leaves the brown and tan brick and cinder-block building each day. "I don't talk about my job outside of here. My parents don't know what I do. It's hard to socialize, and I feel isolated, frustrated and sometimes flat-out emotionally empty." 

·  9) Mayor Bobby Cagle, Jr of the Town of Robbinsville, NC wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"The use of gas is not as simple as just falling asleep. This procedure places the animals in a lengthy situation of pain and fright before death.. . .the use of the gas chamber is cruel and should not be considered an acceptable method of euthanasia."
· 10) Madison County, NC municipal animal control director Robert Davidson wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"I find gas chambers to be extra cruel and unusual for the use of euthanasia purposes. I feel that it is much more humane and easier on the animals if we inject rather than the above use."
· 11) New Hill, NC Veterinarian Laureen Bartfield, a member of the Association of Shelter Veterinarians, wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"The Association of Shelter veterinarians believes that euthanasia should be performed with an intravenous or intraperitoneal injection of sodium pentobarbital or an equivalent euthanasia solution. Intracardiac injections may only be performed on anesthetized or unconscious animals."
· 12) The American Humane Association wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Continuing to use carbon monoxide to euthanize companion animals - is not a humane way to end the lives of companion animals. The boxes are sometimes overloaded with animals loaded with incompatible species or animals that are too young, too old or too sick to be euthanized using carbon monoxide. Most workers would prefer to be able to hold and comfort the animal during euthanasia, which is possible with EBI [injection]. This may help shelter workers feel that their euthanasia method is more humane for the animals in their care, and it may take less of an emotional toll on them. If done according to AVMA standards the costs to use a carbon monoxide chamber are comparable to the costs for using EBI. Using data from an animal sheltering organization, the number of dogs and cats euthanized in 2002 was 7473. The cost to use carbon monoxide poisoning - $13,230. The cost of EBI - $12,700."
· 13) Virginia Schmidt of Leicester, NC, a volunteer rescuer at Buncombe County animal pound, wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Animals were put in the chamber, cats, kittens, dogs and puppies. [violation of NC law]. Some fell on the others so when the chamber was opened some were dead and some barely alive laying under other animals. The employees ended up with health problems, especially heart problems. Another Buncombe County chamber used for small animals was outdoors in the hot sun and had no gauge [violation of NC law] and no window [violation of NC law]. Wet dead kittens were taken out of it.  I also toured the county pound in Henderson County. The employees left the room [violation of NC law] but I stayed and watched the fear on the animals' face and them frantically trying to get out by tearing at the plastic walls. When the gas started to come in the noise scared them more. The animals also made "messes" all over the place. The shelter was supposed to use a slide in set of stainless cages but didn't because it was too hard to clean afterwards [violation of NC law]."
· 14) Hendersonville, NC resident and former shelter worker Angie Buie wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Back in 1999 Henderson County employees screamed at the idea of putting their safety in jeopardy by handling possibly feral animals in order to inject them. The threats to quit if they were forced to "hold" subsided once they received training on IV injection."
· 15) Mocksville, NC resident Denise Spors wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"If you'd seen the countless number of brain damaged or nerve damages dogs and cats that I've seen pulled out of garbage bags at the dump that were â€˜euthanized' by gas but survived . . . .you would agree with those of us who want euthanasia by carbon monoxide a thing of the past.
·  16) The Animal Protection Society of Caswell County wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Injection of pentobarbital is the most humane form of euthanasia, and is the method used at our shelter. Unlike carbon monoxide, pentobarbital is painless for animals and poses no health risks to those who administer it. Do you know what this process looks and sounds like? Not so very different from dog fighting. . . .just as inhumane."
·  17) Alvin Stein, who initiated the California legislation banning gassing I that state wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Our state (California) had to settle several problems with claimants including deformed babies born and lung problems before we outlawed the chambers. The gases are insidious and our experience showed that it was virtually impossible to keep them running to perfection- which is necessary for the humaneness to the people and animals."
·  18) Raleigh, North Carolina attorney and Wayne County Animal Control Advisory Board member Jean Hollowell wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"I have had the opportunity to observe euthanasia by lethal injection and gas chambers. While I realize that lethal injection incorrectly administered can be very painful, carbon monoxide is always painful even when administered with commercially produced equipment. I strongly believe that North Carolina needs to establish euthanasia by lethal injection as the ONLY method. "
·   19) Chapel Hill, North Carolina attorney Bree Lorant wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"All gas chambers using any poisonous inhalant gas to kill animals should be put out of use immediately, not in the year 2012. Animal control employees using these machines are at risk of carbon monoxide poisoning, and thousands of animals are suffering an inhumane death. They do not merely breathe in the gas and die, but rather go into convulsions and bleed and are screaming. A loophole allowing extreme kill methods in practically any circumstance is not acceptable. " 
·   20) University of Pennsylvania College of Veterinary Medicine professor Dr. Michael Moyer states:
"Sheltering is deliberately, inexorably and philosophically moving away from mass killing as an acceptable method of dog/cat population control. That there are technical features of one system that distinguish it from other such systems is irrelevant. None of these are capable of overcoming the humane and philosophical objection to mechanized death at the core of those who have moved away from this technology."
·  21) Susan Gardiner, a volunteer at the Guilford County animal pound, wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"The director once told me a litter of puppies had to be destroyed and the machine was used [violation of NC law]. When she opened the top, one of the puppies that had been ‘destroyed' was sitting upright, alive. She had to give it an injection to spare it any more suffering."
·  22) Maysville, NC Veterinarian Lynne Swanson wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Staff members of two different municipal shelters have approached me just this year, concerned about panicky sounds from animals in their gas chambers. When they voiced their concerns to the chambers' manufacturer, he told them not to worry, the animals are already unconscious. The staff members don't believe him. How can anyone know that death has occurred in five minutes if the gas chamber can't be opened for 20 minutes? Animals could appear dead but yet be deeply unconscious. In reality, gas chambers are so inherently fraught with problems. . . that it's a stretch to see them as a viable option in our state. Just two years ago, the staff of a local shelter was using a 4 ft. pole with a syringe and dull needle duct-taped to the end to try to inject pentobarbital into the heart of terrified cats unrestrained in large wire cages, all with the knowledge of a corrupt veterinarian, and shelter employees were threatened when they complained. It took a court case to try to correct that wrong."
·   23) Ashley Oliphant, PhD of Cornelius, NC wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Absolutely no circumstance would justify the use of a gas chamber, and some counties will manipulate this loophole to avoid changing their procedures."
·   24) Janice Jordan from the Raleigh based North Carolina Museum of History wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"Lethal injection is the most humane manner of euthanizing unwanted animals and should be instituted in all shelters without exception. I am also opposed to the rather absurd proposal to allow un-air conditioned animal control vehicles."
·  25) Member of the Forsyth County, NC Animal Control Advisory Board and manager of the Forsyth County Humane Society Lori Sears wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"I have personally witnessed the horrifying deaths of  [sic] via carbon monoxide and peaceful deaths via lethal injection. The employees of shelters whose jobs are already stressful enough would also benefit from lethal injection as the only means of euthanasia."
·   26) Green Mountain, NC resident and former shelter worker Susan Garriques wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"The terrors of the gas chambers were known and not allowed. We used sodium pentabarbital."
·   27) Franklinton, NC resident Viv Graves wrote to the NC Commissioner of Agriculture:

"I personally rescued an adult dog from Vance County that survived the gas chamber at the animal control officer's request. That officer couldn't bear the thought of having to put the dog back in the gas chamber.
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