Mass. Federation of Dog Clubs has circulated misinformation about devocalization and An Act Prohibiting Devocalization of Dogs and Cats, H. 344. 

Fiction: A nationally orchestrated campaign by animal rights organizations that don’t believe people should own pets.

FACT: This humane, smart legislation was filed by Needham High freshman Jordan Star and is supported by Coalition to Protect and Rescue Pets, an advocacy network of Massachusetts pet owners and animal professionals that neither requests nor accepts funding. It is encorsed by the following Massachusetts shelters and humane organizations:

MSPCA, New England Federation of Humane Societies, Animal Rescue League of Boston, Baypath Humane Society, Berkshire Humane Society, Boston Dog Rescue, Buddy Dog Humane Society, Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane Society, Friends of the Plymouth Pounds, Marblehead Animal Shelter, MassPAWS, New England Society for Abandoned Animals, Northeast Animal Shelter, Save A Dog, Standish Humane Society, Stray Pets in Need, Underdog ResQ, Worcester Animal Rescue League.
Fiction: It is a minor procedure.
FACT: Angell Animal Medical Center and the Animal Rescue League of Boston’s veterinary clinic will not perform devocalization for nonmedical purposes because it is painful, risky and provides no benefit to the animal.
“Even when performed ‘correctly,’ complications are common…that are uncomfortable and life-threatening. This practice should be considered an act of cruelty.” Dr. Joel M. Woolfson, DVM, Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Surgeons
“Whether vocal cord tissue is removed totally or partially, through an incision in the larynx or via the oral cavity, it subjects the animal to serious risks…including repeated surgeries as a result of tissue regrowth.”  Dr. Nicholas Dodman, DVA, Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Anesthesiologists
“The cocker spaniel bled profusely. During recovery, he passed clots through his nose and mouth. He tried to cry—but couldn’t.”   Shauna LeBlanc, Veterinary Technician
Fiction:  “Bark softening” keeps dogs out of shelters and saves lives.
FACT:  Devocalized dogs have been surrendered to Massachusetts shelters.

Moving, the cost of pet ownership and personal problems are leading causes of surrender. “Noise” is not. 

“It is untrue that problem barking is a significant cause of admissions to humane societies in Massachusetts. What’s more, the relatively low population of shelter dogs throughout New England makes it unlikely that an otherwise well-behaved but noisy dog would be euthanized.” New England Federation of Humane Societies.

The quality of the post-surgical voice is unpredictable; it can be wheezy like emphysema, hoarse or muffled like laryngitis, or shrill. The animal also may cough or gag persisently. "Bark softening" is a euphemism designed to sanitize a cruel procedure. It does not exist in the veterinary literature. Humane Society Veterinary Medical Assn.
Fiction:  Penalties are excessive; mental health evaluations are not required in any other criminal statute.

FACT:  Penalties are already on the books: The bill merely amends the existing animal cruelty statute. The mental health provision gives the courts the option of ordering evaluation and treatment. By bringing the most egregious offenders (e.g., those who fight or otherwise abuse animals), this provides a clear benefit for society.

