Section _______Definitions. The following terms are defined for use in this chapter.
1.  “Feral cat” means any age feline that is not owned and describes any domestic cat that was lost or abandoned and now avoids or is fearful of human contact and lives in a wild state, or any cat that was born to a stray or feral mother and has had little or no human contact and lives in a wild state.

2. “Owner” means any person owning, keeping, sheltering or harboring an animal except that a person or entity that provides food or veterinary care for feral cats or practices Trap Neuter Return for feral cats as described in this section is not an owner of feral cats. 
3. Trap Neuter Return (TNR) describes a nonlethal sterilization method to reduce the number of feral cats.  TNR involves the following: (1) stray and feral cats already living outdoors are humanely trapped, and then evaluated, vaccinated, and sterilized by veterinarians; (2) kittens and cats that can be socialized are adopted into good homes; (3) healthy adult cats too wild (feral) to be adopted are returned to their familiar habitat under the care of a caregiver; and (4) cats that are ill or injured and suffering irremediably are humanely euthanized.
Section           Feral cat colonies
It is the policy of the city to encourage and promote trap neuter return as a means of controlling and reducing populations of feral cats. Caregivers of feral cat colonies shall be required to do the following in maintaining a feral cat colony: 

(1) Make arrangements for feeding the cat or cat colony regularly throughout the year, including weekends, holidays and vacations of the feral cat caregiver. 

(2) Spay/neuter all adults cats that can be captured. 

(3) Spay/neuter all kittens over eight (8) weeks of age and before sixteen (16) weeks of age. 

(4) Vaccinate, as required by law, all cats that can be captured: 

    a. Against rabies, preferably with a three-year vaccine. 

    b. And any other infectious disease as mandated by law. 

(5) Make every attempt to remove kittens less than eight (8) weeks of age and also cats that can be socialized, for socialization and placement. 

(6) Remove sick or injured cats for immediate veterinary care or humane euthanasia. 

(7) Ear crop all cats with a single cut preferably on the left ear, at least one (1) inch from the outside tip of the auricle. Caregivers are encouraged to provide an electronic implant chip which will aid in animal identification. 

(8) Maintain proof of sterilization, vaccination, or electronic implant chip and medical records for all of the cats. These records must be provided to the city upon request.

Any feral cat picked up by the city which has an appropriate ear tipping or other distinguishing mark indicating it belongs to a feral cat colony will be returned to that colony unless veterinary care is required. Any feral cat which lacks such markings shall be released for spay/neuter to an existing caregiver of a feral colony.  

Any person or caregiver determined to be in violation of this Section shall be issued a written warning and be allowed a period of time to come into compliance, or provide satisfactory evidence of working to achieve compliance. That period of time shall not exceed one hundred twenty (120) days from issuance of the initial warning notice. Failure to comply may result in removal as a recognized feral cat caregiver.  
